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Elizabeth Marie Smith

ÅAKA auroraeosrose
ÅHave a very verycommon name
ÅWas an English Major (minor in Sociology)
ÅStarted using PHP for a Manga/Anime fan site (still alive)
ÅHave been using PHP since 4 beta 1 (23-Jul-1999)
ÅHave been using C since Nov of 2006
ÅLove the color Pink
ÅI hate computers
ÅI love programming
ÅThinks ƻǇŜƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻƴ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ƛǎ ŀ άƎŀǘŜǿŀȅ ŘǊǳƎέ
ÅWorks at OmniTI(http://omniti.com)
ÅAm a contributor on various open source projects (including 
PHP, PECL and PHP-GTK)

http://omniti.com/


IS THE DESKTOP DEAD?
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Reasons For Desktop Applications

ÅtŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ
ÅSome applications would be bandwidth 
prohibitive
ÅSome data is too sensitive to be passed 
on the wire
Å9ƳōŜŘŘŜŘ h{ǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜƭƭ 
with websites
ÅBrowsers are just Quirky όLΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳΣ 
L9сΣ L9тΣ hǇŜǊŀΧύ
ÅCurrent Desktop RIA tools (AIR, Xulrunner, Mozilla 
Prism) are still young (and buggy)
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PHP Advantages

ÅNo Compiling

ÅInstant Changes

ÅNo learning curve for a new language

ÅPlug into PHP extensions

ÅEasy to Use

ÅFast to Write

ÅUse already familiar libraries and tools
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PHP Disadvantages

Å Speed

Å Additional Extensions/Libraries needed

Å Speed

Å Distribution (phar is helpful there)

Å Speed

Å Security (of code ςsource code encoders 
might help here)

Å No threading

See the theme?
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PHP CLI

Å PHP does not care about HTML (really)

Å PHP works through SAPIS (Server 
Application Programming Interface) ςfor 
the desktop the CLI (Command Line 
Interface) SAPI is our friend

Å CLI has no headers, CLI responds to no 
requests

Å¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ D¦LΩǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
want a console app ςJust like we wrap 
other C/C++ libraries we can wrap GUI 
libraries



G
U

I OP
T

IO
N

SW
IT

H
P

H
P

So What are your Options?

Å Well Established

Å PHP-GTK2

Å Winbinder

Å Works, but not Complete

Å PHP-QT (no windows support)

Å WxWidgets(only windows support)

Å Win::Gui(part of Win::API)

Bottom line? For Cross-Platform PHP-GTK works
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Quick Intro

Å GTK was Gimp Tool Kit (long longago)

Å GTK is GUI Toolkit for Gnome (if you use 
gnome, you have it already)

Å GTK has multiple backends(for native 
Windows and MacOSXapps ςȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
need X on Mac anymore)

Å To use PHP-GTK you need PHP CLI, GTK, and 
the PHP-GTK extension

Å http://oops.opsat.net/doc/install.html- how to install 
(windows is unzip and run, machas an installer, ubuntuhas 
.debs ςyes this should be in the php-gtkdocs, we need 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ȄƳƭύ

http://oops.opsat.net/doc/install.html


[9¢Ω{ 5h tIt-GTK
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What you need to know to use PHP-GTK

ÅMain Loop

ÅSignals & Callbacks

ÅWidgets

ÅOOP to the Max

ÅVisibility
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Create Our initial Window

<?php

classPhp_Gtk_Twitter_ClientextendsGtkWindow { 

public function __construct() { 

parent::__construct(); 

$this->set_icon($this->render_icon(

Gtk::STOCK_ABOUT, Gtk::ICON_SIZE_DIALOG)); 

$this->set_size_request(300, 500); 

$this->set_title('PHP-GTK Twitter Client'); 

$this->connect_simple('destroy', array('Gtk', 'main_quit')); 

} 

} 

$window= newPhp_Gtk_Twitter_Client; 

$window->show_all(); 

Gtk::main();

Resulting window
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Minimize to the Taskbar

ÅSpecialty Widgets are Cool

ÅGtkStatusIconς2.10+

ÅKnow your Hierarchy

ÅStock Icons

Å/ŀƭƭōŀŎƪ άōǳōōƭƛƴƎέ

Åtimeouts (timers)
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Demo from PHP-GTK


